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Julie’s Music opéns on Fast Stadium

King's spins off a sheet music store

ulie King doesn’t own a piano. This in
itself is unremarkable—except when
you censider that Julie is the daughter
of Dick Kiung, founder of King’s Key-
board House, and that she grew up with
the business. “I was actually one of the few
of my brothers and sisters who took piano
lessons,” she explains, “but after being
around pianos all day, and hearing pianos

Julie’s focus is on
classical sheet music,
but she also stocks more
than twenty different
piano teaching methods.

helped around the store as a kid and then
left 1o study dance at Western Michigan

Unijversity. Tendinitis ended her hopes of a .

dancing carcer and sent her back to Ann
Arbor. One of her father’s employees, Sue
Kurgin, trained her in the sheet music de-
partment. Kurgin went on to work ar the
venerable Carty’s Music in Ypsilanii, but
when Carty’s closed, she came back to the
King family. Today she werks for Julie,
overseeing the band and instrumental mu-
sic Julie bought from Carty’s after it went
out of business.

Julie's focus is on classical sheet music.
bu: the store also stocks more than twenty
different piano teaching methods and a
large selection of jazz music as weil as
opera band music, Broadway scores, and

a fair amount of popular music. There’s

' also a om dcp.mmem with fun stutf tor

il AT 355, %he. las@%l wanted to do

when I cathe home was play. 4
didn’t even want to heat musicl”
These days, Julie is thinking about start-

piano. I

ihg to play again. That’s because Dick, age

eighty-two, has retired, she and her brother
Jim have taken over the business, and she

" has spun the stote’s sheet music depart-

ment into a qcparate shop down the street

é 'hm,,] c, cmpbs:twn books, piano-
tead ching manuals, and metronomes, Julie is
begmnmg to feel the jich-to take up the pi-
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ano again, “When you're sutfounded by -

great musicians, you don’t feel like you
jhst sit dawn and play for enjoymem

utided 'King‘s Keyboard House
 Bast Liberty where Afternoon

Streti for a decade or so and then back to
the 100 block of Bast Libeity. In 1996 the
famlly moved.the store to its current loca-
tion on East Stadium,

".-The sixth of seven children, Julie

‘now. The store roved to Main

" Keyboard into her new space at the end of

With Dick King’s retirement, son Jim (left)
has taken over King’s Kevboard House, while
daughter Julte has launched Julie's Mustc.

wusicians: pins in the shape of eighth
rotes. mugs and note cards with time sig-
natures and staffs, busts of classical com-
posers, sheet music scarves and ties, and
coffee mugs.

Julie moved her inveatory from King's

April and planned to open the store in_zar-
ly May. but her customers had other ideas.

“Peuple kept coming in and [ didn't waat
1o turn themn away, so we found a. box and
put some cash in it to use as a register, and’
we had to write people’s credit card num-
bers on scratch paper because we didn’t
have a machine,” she laughs. “It was a
crazy day.”

Jim oversees King’s Keyboard now,
with cccasional assistance from brother
Rob, who tunes pianos part time. Dick,
who is recovering from a recent stroke,
doesn’t come into the shop right now, but
his presence is still very much felt, and
he’s still got a phone extension on the
volce mail prompt.

Julie's Music, 2361 East Siadium Boule-
vard, 623-1607. Mon ~Fri. $:30 a.m ~
6 pam, Sat. 10 am =5 pan. Closed Sun.

King’s Kevboard House. 2333 Eust Sta-
divm Boulevard, 663-3387. Mon .,

fuey.,

Thurs., & Fri. 9:30 a6 p.m.; Wed.
9:30 a.m—& p.m.; SSat. & Sun. 10 aum -
Spum.



